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George into a more prominent place, for he
now stood in direct line to the throne, and his
naval duties could no longer be his only care.
A new outlook, and one might almost say a
new training, lay before him. At the same
time he did not immediately give up all
active work in his old profession, where after
all he had acquired his first knowledge of
ruling men and his first experience of the
Empire which he would probably one day
inherit.
In 1893 he took his seat in the House of
Lords as Duke of York, by which name he
was henceforth to be known, and in the same
year took command of the Melampus for the
naval manoeuvres of that summer.
The Duke now occupied the place of Heir
Presumptive to the English throne, and he
was in his thirtieth year. The question of
his marriage began, therefore, to occupy his
parents' mind. His brother's death had altered
circumstances, so that even his bride must be
different from the one he might have chosen
in days when he was further from the throne,
but he had not shown a preference for any
eligible foreign princess.
In the hearts of his people the wish was still
latent that an English-born Queen might sit